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■iiiij u m 1290 SUPER ADVENTURE 

DISCOVER THE 
UNIMAGINABLE 


T he KTM 1290 SUPER ADVENTURE comes equipped with the latest 
advancements in technology, and a supremely powerful V-twin engine. 
Never before has a riding experience been this exhilarating. 
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READY TO RACE 





VENTURE INTO 
THE UNKNOWN 


ULTIMATE ALL-TERRAIN MACHINE 

Inspired by discovering remote destinations on road and off, the versatile 
Husqvarna 701 ENDURO is the ultimate all-terrain machine. With its stylish modern 
design, high-performance engine, state-of-the-art engineering and long-distance 
travel capability, this is the motorcycle designed to take you where you dare to 
venture. 
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MOTORCYCLES 
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Want to advertise with us? 

Contact: sales@upshiftonline.com 

Want to contribute to Upshift? 

If you're an experienced writer 
or photographer with great 
editorial instincts who loves 
finding interesting and unusual 
photo-related content, we 
want to hear from you. 
Contact: info@upshiftonline.com 

Join us online at 

www.upshiftonline.com 

Join us on Instagram at 

@upshift_online 

Join us on Twitter at 

@upshift_online 

Join us on Facebook at 

facebook.com/upshiftonline 



UPSHFT 


23986 Aliso Creek Road 
P.O. Box 450 

Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 

Upshift Magazine is published monthly 
by UpshiftOnline Inc. 2016. Reproduction 
of any material requires written consent 
from the publishers. All photos, editori- 
al contributions and advertisements are 
accepted upon representation that they 
are original materials by the author and 
or advertiser. Opinions expressed in the 
articles are those of the author and may 
not reflect the views and opinions of the 
editor, staff or advertisers of Upshift 
Online Inc. Advertisers assume full re- 
sponsibility for the entire content and 
subject matter of their advertisements. 
Now go and find some adventure. 
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What kind of traveler are you? As adventure riders, we like 
to think when we mount up for a trip that we are throwing 
caution to the wind and heading into the unknown. But are 
we really? GPS routing, tourist guides, internet research 
and online reservations - they are all tools we use to plan 
our travels. We know what we are getting into and what 
to expect. Is that really adventure? It all depends on your 
comfort zone. Unexpected weather and poor road condi- 
tions might be enough for some to feel uneasy; for others 
it is delays or mechanicals that push the limits. Then there 
are those that wing it and take it as it comes. Even the most 
organized trip planner daydreams of doing this at least 
once, although they may never admit it. 


A recent trip from the KTM Adventure Rider Rally in Dead- 
wood, South Dakota to the KTM HQ in Murrieta, California 
taught me that throwing all plans in the trash is one of the 
best strategies for adventure riding. We had tents, sleeping 
bags, water and a general idea of which direction to point 
our 1190 Adventure R’s. No firm schedule was set other 
than I needed to be at the office on Monday; and that was 
eight days away. As a habitual planner, I was a bit outside 
of my comfort zone. We found our way to a late 19th cen- 
tury hotel with creaking floors in Colorado, epic riding and 
camping in Moab and a night under a thunderstorm in Zion 
National Park. The freedom to decide to stop and explore 
made for memories that won’t fade anytime soon. From 
here on out, no plans is the plan for my adventure rides. 


I implore all of you to pack up your bike, point in a direction 
that seems interesting and just go. Leave the map in the 
saddlebags, turn off the GPS and phone and see what you 
might find. Get out there, open your eyes and experience 
the places you go to the fullest. Quoting Ralph Waldo Em- 
erson loosely, “it’s about the journey not the destination.” 
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The mission is simple, if you want to 


share your adventures on “insta-adv” 


you’d better start following us! 


@upshift_online and use the hash tag 

iiiSi9a 

#upshift_online on your photos 
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1. New KTM 1190 Wheel Set From DUBYA USA 

Dubya USA is proud to announce the addition of the 
KTM 1190 Adventure to their adventure wheel line up. 
Wheels are built with billet aluminum hubs produced by 
Talon Engineering in England, heavy duty stainless steel 
butted Bulldog spokes also produced in England, billet 
aluminum nipples produced in the US and either Excel 
or D.I.D. rims which are available in a wide range of sizes. 
www.dubyausa.com 




2 . Fox Racing Releases 2017 Legion Off-road Product Line 

Fox Racing, the global innovation leader in motocross racewear is excited 
to launch the all-new 2017 Legion off-road product line. With a full line of 
off-road outerwear, jerseys, pants, gloves and boots specifically designed 
to conquer the trails, Legion is ready to begin the journey when you are. 
Born on the track and built for the trail, the all-new Legion pant is derived 
from our cutting edge technology 360 MX pant chassis. With the use of 
TruMotion 4-way stretch and durable Cordura fabrics, the entire Legion 
range provides the perfect balance of function, durability and versatility. 



’’Partnering with a brand like Cordura ensures the Legion line would 
exceed the demands of off-road.” said Mark Finley, Global MX Category 
Director. “Trusted for over 30 years, Cordura fabrics are known for their 
perfect combination of durability, versatility and reliability. The combi- 
nation of Fox’s forward thinking design and engineering and Cordura’s 
industry leading fabric development is the perfect partnership to deliver 
the best product to market.” The 2017 Fox Legion off-road product line 
is available today worldwide. For more information check out a local 
authorized Fox dealer or www.foxracing.com 





5 . Corozal Adventure Drystar® Boot Oiled 

A premium, multi-material adventure touring boot the 
Corozal Adventure is packed with class-leading protective 
features, such as an advanced polymer shin-plate and 
innovative lateral ankle protection with supporting biome- 
chanical link between the upper boot and the lower foot 
structure. Every component on this boot is designed for 
weight-saving and performance regardless of the weather 
or terrain, from the integrated DRYSTAR® breathable mem- 
brane to its advanced oiled leather, microfiber and suede 
chassis. MSRP: $299.95 
www.alpinestars.com 





6. Great Basin Saddlebag Roll Top and Coyote Saddlebag Roll Top Feature Zipperless Closures 

Adventure proof packing and gear systems innovator Giant Loop redesigned its pioneering horseshoe-shaped motorcycle saddle- 
bags, producing a limited preview release of the new Great Basin Saddlebag Roll Top and Coyote Saddlebag Roll Top. Both models 
of Roll Top Saddlebags feature a convenient rolling closure that seals out water and dust while maintaining the packable volume and 
all the unique “go light, go fast, go far” features of their zipper closure counterparts, the original Great Basin Saddlebag and Coyote 
Saddlebag - super rugged, stable, lightweight, rackless mounting, gear positioned tight to center of bike. 

Other enhancements include molded rubber grab handles that double as side compression straps, an included set of 3 RF-welded 
waterproof inner liner Saddlebag Dry Pods with air purge valves, and drains in the bottoms of the Saddlebag’s “legs” that allow wa- 
ter to escape if it manages to penetrate the highly water resistant out shell (yes, we’ve dunked our bikes in streams crossings, too). 
This limited production preview release comes in black only, and the Great Basin Saddlebag Roll Top and Coyote Saddlebag Roll 
Top are available exclusively at Giant Loop’s showroom/warehouse in Bend, Oregon and online at GiantLoopMoto.com until the full 
production release in 2017. Great Basin Saddlebag Roll Top retails for $450 (including set of 3 waterproof Saddlebag Dry Pods and 
1 Hot Springs Heat Shield exhaust protector). Coyote Saddlebag Roll Top retails for $360 (including set of 3 waterproof Saddlebag 
Dry Pods and 1 Hot Springs Heat Shield exhaust protector), www.giantloopmoto.com 
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7 . AltRider Skid Plate for Honda Africa Twin 

AltRider, maker of premium protection accessories for adventure 
motorcycles, has introduced the AltRider Skid Plate for 2016-17 Honda 
CRF1000L Africa Twin. This protection accessory was developed, 
sourced and manufactured entirely in the United States, and was 
designed to provide maximum protection to the bike’s vulnerable compo- 
nents. “Honda really designed this bike to excel off the pavement,” said 
AltRider President Jeremy LeBreton. “So we designed our Skid Plate to 
not only protect the bike, but also give riders peace of mind. We want 
them to be focused on the ride and enjoying themselves, not worrying 
about whether their bike will be damaged if they ride over obstacles.” 
Ground clearance is extremely important in adventure riding, and 
AltRider engineers designed the Skid Plate to retain as much ground 
clearance as possible when installed. The smooth bottom of the Skid 
Plate offers maximum clearance and easy maneuvering over obstacles. 
www.altrider.com 




8. Akrapovic Unveils Slip-On Exhaust Honda Africa Twin 

With a design inspired by Akrapovic-equipped cross-country 
rally-winning motorcycles - including rallies in Africa, the continent 
that gave birth to Honda’s iconic machine - the Slip-On Line is every 
bit an exhaust that has been developed under the harshest and 
most grueling of conditions. The Akrapovic double-flow muffler for 
the 2016 Honda Africa Twin is a unique combination of a hexagonal 
shape and a more classic rear end-cap, finished with a durable tita- 
nium muffler sleeve and robust carbon-fiber clamp. This EC/ECE & 
CARB type-approved exhaust provides a performance increase at 
lower and higher revs. A deeper more enriching sound is achieved 
by usingthe best characteristics of the Honda’s 270° twin-cylinder 
engine and delivering a pulsating beat. 
www.akrapovic.com 
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Stanley, Idaho 
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ADVENTURE IS AROUND 

EVERY CORNER 




Built to tackle any terrain and powered by a 
1037cc V-twin that delivers incredible low- to 
mid-range torque, the V-Strom 1000 ABS 
Adventure leaves no corner unturned. 




Matching, quick-release side 
cases provide ample storage 
and are easily locked using 
the ignition key 


Legendary Suzuki V-Twin 
technology delivers excellent 
fuel economy with 
proven reliability 



Hand adjustable touring 
windshield reduces wind 
noise and rider fatigue 



Multi-mode traction control can 
be adjusted or disabled 
on-the-fly with status displayed 
on the instrument panel.* 



Ac/\sen tzLsre 


*The Traction Control System is not a substitute for the rider's throttle control. It cannot prevent loss of traction due to 
excessive speed when the rider enters a turn and/or applies the brakes. Neither can it prevent the front wheel from losing grip. 
Suzuki, the "S" logo, and Suzuki model and product names are Suzuki Trademarks or ®. © Suzuki Motor of America, Inc. 2016. 






When Upshift was asked if we wanted to join multi-time MX champion Bob Hannah on a ride through Utah, we 
jumped at the opportunity. We started the five day trip in the appropriately named Hurricane, Utah, and headed 
east to Monument Valley, then made a turn north to the adventure capital town of Moab, Utah. What followed was 
several days of amazing riding through Arches and Canyonlands National Parks and the White Rim Trail. 






"Yeah, I ran my mouth, " says Hannah, 

"But I always made sure to back it up." 





There can’t, and never will be, another Bob Hannah. It just couldn't happen in this day and age. 
A totally unknown rider couldn’t just creep out of the Mojave Desert, show up at a local race, be 
running in the top five in the 125cc Nationals within a year, and be a 125cc National Champion a 
year later. No, things like that just don’t happen anymore; not when 50cc riders are tapped to 
be future Supercross champions by the age of seven, and high-profile 80cc riders have business 
managers and bank accounts. However, between 
1974 and 1976 a young working class teenager from 
Lancaster, California named Bob Hannah came out 
of nowhere to stun the American motocross com- 
munity; and he would continue to do so for well over 
a decade. So unique and demonically determined 
to succeed was Hannah, that he literally re-defined 
motocross. Instilled with a work ethic and a will 
to win at all costs approach to racing, which both 
nd frightened his competitors, Hannah 
the racetracks of this nation through- 
out the 1970s. Taken out of action by bizarre wa- 
ter-skiing accident in 1980, Hannah would return to 
the sport in 1981, but struggled with uncompetitive 
machinery. However, by 1983 he was with the pow- 
erful Honda race team, winning again, and in doing 
so, defeated an entirely new generation of racers. 

By the time all was said and done, Bob “Hurricane" Hannah had amassed 70 career wins, three 
Supercross Championships, three AMA National Championships, a Trans-AMA Championship 
(Hannah was the first rider to take on the omnipotent Europeans - and defeat them), two 250cc 
USGPs and a Motocross des Nations title during his illustrious career. After retiring from the 


shocked a 
terrorized 




sport in 1988 (he won a moto at Southwick that 
year), Hannah went airplane racing, flying 500 
mile an hour P-51 Mustangs in premier nation- 
al air races. In fact, in 1998 Hannah was fast 
qualifier at the prestigious Reno Gold Air Rac- 
es - The Daytona 500 of the sport. Now retired 
from racing all together (“Racing P-51s was like 



asking to have yourself killed,” he says), Hannah 
now lives in Idaho with his wife Terri, where he 
buys and sells airplanes. 

Although Bob Hannah has been out of racing 
for nearly a decade, he is still cited by many as 
the greatest American Motocrosser to ever live. 
There isn’t a day that goes by where some young 
rider somewhere in this motocross-crazed 
nation isn’t compared to “The Hurricane.” So 
why has Bob Hannah’s legend remained cast 
in stone while so many others have crumbled 
into oblivion? Upshift, keen to have this very 
question answered, invited the legend out on a 
special ride in the badlands of Utah. 
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EVER/ ROOKIE PREAMP A0OUT WIN- 
NING THE CHAMPIONSHIP IN HIS FIRST 5©\S0N. 

BOB*HURRlCANE u HANNAH PIP JUST THAT. 
x ITS THE UPSET STORY OF THE VEAR / 


NINETEEN-YEAR-OUP NOVICE, 0OE 
HANNAH —IN HIS FIRST YEAR OF PRO- 
/, FE55IONAL RACING — HAS WON THE 
\ C OVETEP NUMBER ONE PLATE OF 

^ THE AMA NATIONAL I25«. CLASS/ 
RlP I N& LI KE THE WINP, "HURRl- 
CANE' HANNAH BLEW THE COM- 
W PETITI ON OFF THE TRACK 
§*®V ANP CUNCHEP HIS TITLE 
HH; WITH FIVE OVERALL VICTOR- 
IN THE ElGrHT RACE 
IK1 SERIES. 
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^03 ! : 1h£ UUFJZtCANE Tou- 

l.hAHuWNf*. CAj- I «r/25VxO>SS~ . 

§■/ , 2.3WOMNAV 1 * iltc^ClASS 

^ Ml MSP, Midi i v izgc*- CU&S 

1 a xsvs&tsRiXre, Me. pnF(zo’ n 0:zs^ 
Kf frpeuA.OHio i class 

3 6- SAN ANTONIO, TX. /AT I1£<*CLAX> 
Lea 7 . HOUSTON. TX. 4™ I2E^UAX 

t//\ £ s* \ S HEW ORLEANS, LA- 


BOBS BIKE - 

THE RACE- WINNING 
YAMAHA MONOCROSS. 


»w HANNAH BE- , 

CANE" HURRICANE 
y^JJLC HANNAH WHEN 
W HE CAME FROM 

/ OUT OF NOWHERE AND 
' STORMED TV A STUNNIN&- 
OPEN CLASS VICTORY IN THIS YEARS 
FLORIDA WINTER AMA SERIES. 


HANNAHS EXCITING Rl PING- 
STYLE REFLECTS HIS MOTTO: 
"GO FOR BROKE.'" HE ENTEREP 


Yamaha’s Bob Hannahl 
Storms to 125cc Motocross 
National Championship.! 


HIS FIRST RACE IN 1974-ANP 
WON- BY LATE I97S HE HAP 5ET 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA MOTO- 
CROSS ON ITS EAR. IN ONE STRETCH 


BO&S HOBBIES 
ARE TRAIL 
RIPIN& A VP 
HUNTING: 

HE COMBINES 
THE TWO BY 
CATCHING 
ANTELOPE 
VALLEY JACK 
RABBITS WITH HIS BARE HANDS. 


7 1 1 #1^1 WJ'IC: KJ= I ^ • 

r OF 20 APPEARANCES HE ROPE TO 
(0 WINS— WINNING BOTH THE 
2S0<-cANP OPEN CLA5S RACES SEVEN 
STRAIGHT TIM£S. 


Someday, 

you’ll own a Yamaha. 
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TROY LEE - RADIUS JERSEY | RADIUS PANT | RADIUS GLOVES | TRANSFER VEST 

SOLD AT FINER DEALERS WORLDWIDE I WWW.TROYLEEDESIGNS.COM 








1960s, nobody could climb 


Hannah shares: “My father rode a lot of 
1950s and 
years-old. 
would ride 
weeks after 


was a Honda 55. 
in the hil 


s and was 
I graduated from high sch 


'hen I W' 
very goo 


off-road. So did my uncle. They were excellent riders. During the 
hills like my uncle. My dad got me my first bike when I was seven 
f ent through the cycle: Hodaka 90, Hodaka 110, Yamaha ATI MX. I 
d on the bikes. On July 7, 1974 I went to my first race. It was two 
I and I did it on more of a dare. My buddy had a CZ and said, ‘Hey 


oo 






big mouth. You can ride, but can you race?' So we went to Indian Dunes. I entered the junior class and 
won. I didn’t know what was going on. I didn't even know what berms were. During the day, I saw a wall with 
“Brad Lackey, eat your heart out!” I didn’t even know who Brad Lackey was. After the race, my buddy asked 
me if I wanted to go back the next week and race the expert class and I did; I ended up getting fourth. I got 
beat. I knew that if I wanted to go faster that I needed to move down to Los Angeles. So I did and took a job 



as a welder for an expansion cham- 
ber company. Beginning that July, 
I borrowed a CZ and raced the pro 
class 12 weekends straight. My first 
big pro win was a Saddleback Satur- 
day race. I beat Rex Staten and John 
DeSoto and won $175. On Monday 
morning I went to work and someone 
said, ‘You made a lot of money rac- 
ing this weekend, why do you keep 
working here?’ I looked at him and 
said, ‘Because next weekend, I might 
lose.’ I wanted to make sure I had the 
$150 a week take-home pay. Eventu- 
ally I had enough money to buy a new 
Husqvarna. That was a huge turning 
point for me. I got a call from a deal- 
ership one afternoon and the guy 
said, ‘Look, we have one new Husq- 
varna in. Do you want it?’ I asked if I 
could call the guy back. I had exactly 
$1,025 in the bank. I found a phone 
booth and sat in it for 10 minutes ag- 


onizing over what to do. I knew I was 


going to have 
dol 


to spend every single 


ar I had to buy it. Finally, I called 


the guy back and said 


hitchhike up there and pick it up.’ end 


Til take it. I’ 
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40 years of Goggle research and design have all led to the 
introduction of our newest and most advanced MX goggle to 
date. The SCOTT PROSPECT offers a Massive field of vision, 
50mm Works Film Systems and our propietary Lens Lock 
System, giving you the ability to focus on what matters. 


SCOTT-SPORTS.COM | (cDSCOTTMOTOSPORTS 
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When Stephen Clark at Klim asked me to come up to ride the Idaho Back- 
country Discovery Route for 4 days and try their new Krios helmet and a 
new unreleased jacket and pant kit, I was immediately on-board. I didn’t 
know much about Idaho, so a quick check on Google filled me in on the 
key info: “Idaho is a northwestern U.S. state known for its mountainous 
landscapes and vast swaths of protected wilderness and outdoor recre- 
ation areas.” So, not just potatoes- sounded brilliant. 
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I met the Klim team in Mountain Home, which is about 40 miles south 
of the capital Boise. The weather was perfect for riding and as soon 
as we got geared up, we hit the road to head north past the Anderson 
Dam area. The pavement quickly turned to dirt and the scenery was 
already amazing. 


We skirted along the side of the dam on a loose gravel road, stopping 
all along the way to shoot photos. The edge of the trail was followed 
by about a 100 foot drop-off to the water, so riding a fully loaded KTM 
1190R took every bit of focus to keep on two wheels and to stay dry! 


The gravel turned to a more forgiving dirt fire road as we started 
climbing up through the Ponderosa pines towards Trinity Lookout, 
the tallest peak in the local area at 9500 ft. The last ascent of about 
four miles headed straight up a rocky loose trail with sheer cliffs, so 
I was happy I had stopped by to see the Rekluse clutch guys in Boise 
a few days earlier to get an auto clutch installed. Just put it in second 
and held on... 









The peak has a fire lookout cabin perched on top with a 360 degree view of the wilderness, with peaks as far 
as the eye can see. The descent on the same trail was a bit of a handful at times on very loose rocks, trying 
not to lock up the brakes into an uncontrolled slide off the edge. Traction control definitely “OFF”. 
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The KLIM KRIOS is a new beginning for ADV helmets 
- revitalizing standards in strength, performance and 
functionality while leaving traditional compromises 
behind. The KRIOS provides a premium experience 
through high performance carbon fiber construction, multi- 
use versatility, aerodynamic superiority and unrivaled 
acoustical and contact comfort All of this combined into 


one of the lightest ADV helmet designs to date, make the 
KRIOS the pinnacle of ADV riding experience. 


PREPARE TD EXPERIENCE THE ULTIMATE-COMFORT ADV HELMET. 






It was after dark when we pulled off the dirt into Bergdorf, where I met a lone rider who was asking us 
if we were riding the IBDR. He called me “brother” right away, which is what ADV riding is all about. 

Our log cabin dated back to the 1800’s. After we settled in we headed to the famous hot springs. 
As it was pitch black outside the hot springs looked a bit ominous, and we weren’t sure if anyone 
was already floating around in the darkness. 




Jayson Plummer from Klim proved to be quite the chef on 
the old stove in the cabin; the room quickly smelled of brats 
and onions. Who carries spices and olive oil on their bike with 
them? Jayson does. I think one of his side bags actually had a 
mini-kitchen in it! After some food and a beer it was off to bed. 
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Motorex Power 
Ester-based engin 
performance for y 


IBS 



^nt 4T is a fully synthetic PAO and 
e oil, the ultimate in quality and 
our peace of mind. 


motorexusa.com 




Favorit' 


The Bergdorf breakfast didn’t happen that day, so it 
was time for a protein bar and a Red Bull. 


After we geared up, I hit the start button on my bike 
and was surprised, to say the least, that it didn’t start 
right up as usual. I had recently installed a lightweight 
lithium battery and had great performance up until 
now. Stephen said that because it got down below 40 
degrees that night, the lithium battery was not the 
best choice. So Brock “Tickle” Buttars bump started 
the bike for me behind a friend’s Razor UTV, and I 
had no trouble for the rest of the day once the bike 
got up to temp. 
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On the trail we traversed the 
French Creek dirt switchbacks 


down to the Salmon River. We 
found some sand beach areas 
and Brock wasted no time in 
launching his Honda Africa Twin 
DCT into a five-minute sand 
track moto, packs and all. 




Back on the trail we hit a road block, literally. Due to many recent fires, we came upon a “Road Closed” sign 
that required us to make a detour and loop around a burn area. I was starting to think we would arrive at our 
stop in Elk City in the dark, but once we found the IBDR trail again it was game on through the fast sweeping 
logging roads. 

As we got in to Elk City at 6:45pm, it was a quick shopping trip to the local store before it closed at 7:00. Once 
again chef Jayson came through with Elk steaks and veggies prepared on the camp fire at Riders Rest campsite. 
It wasn’t exactly hard-core camping up in the wilderness, but at least we all got to sleep in our tents for the night. 
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On to the awesome Magruder Corridor for 101 
miles of ripping fire roads and two track. Through 
the cold air and fog, over mountain passes, 
through burned forest areas and fresh growing 
new forests- this trail had it all. 













Running through the wilderness areas of 
Selway-Bitterroot to the north and Frank 
Church- River of No Return to the south, 
the trail that was built in the 1930’s was 
mostly unimproved, which for adventure 
riding is exactly what we look for. 

After we exited Magruder, we turned 
south on pavement heading for Stanley, 
and then the rain came; a lot of rain. It is 
times like this when you are on the gas 
trying to get to your stop for the night 
and the rain is chucking down, that you 
really appreciate wearing the best gear. I 
stayed dry and warm even though it was 
pissing down and the rain on my visor 
was going sideways for several hours. 

We arrived into Stanley for the treat of an 
actual hotel with real beds and showers. 
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Day 4 

At breakfast John Summers gave me the history and philosophy of Klim. Check our interview at the end of 
this story to see how Klim came to be regarded as makers of the best adventure riding gear you can buy. 

After the pancakes it was time to head back to Mountain Home. We headed south across the Galena Sum- 
mit where the temperature dropped to 36 degrees on a wet mountain road. I death-gripped it a few times 
on that road... 

We rolled into Ketchum for gas and food and then made a run for the 20 Hwy East back to our trip’s starting 
point. “It’s two hours of the straightest roads ever” according to Stephen. He wasn’t wrong. I was once again 
testing the Gore-Tex Klim gear in the high 30’s and driving rain whilst keeping it pinned to get home. 

I learned a lot on this trip about Idaho, batteries, sleeping pads, and tire choice. One thing’s for sure, the Klim 
legend lives on with the Krios helmet and the new gear to be released this month. 


#KlimLife 

Upshift caught up with the Klim team 
over breakfast on the Idaho Backcountry 
Discovery Route. 

Tell us how Klim was started. 

It was actually Teton Outfitters, and 
it was formed by Justin Summers. He started making 
clothing for people who made their living working in the 
outdoors such as ski patrol operators, search and rescue. 
One of the main groups we made gear for was the snow 
making crews at ski resorts. They were having huge prob- 
lems going through their clothing in about a half a season. 

Justin stepped in and said if we build this right, we can 
make the gear last a lot longer. We ended up building 
clothing that would last these guys about three years. We 
had to understand what these groups needed, then build- 
ing gear that fit those needs. That is the beauty of Klim, 
we look at the end consumer and find out what they need 
and what they don’t need and put that into the clothing. 

Did the motorcycle gear start because peo- 
ple at Klim were enthusiasts? 

It’s interesting because we started in a ski outdoor 
world, but we all snowmobiled, in fact Justin has owned a 
new snowmobile every year since 1968, and his grandpa 
had the first Skidoo dealership. As we looked at what was 
out there in the snowmobile industry, there really wasn’t 
anything out there that suited our style of riding. In about 
1997 Polaris came out with the RMK snowmobile which 
changed the way you rode snowmobiles. It was more aer- 
obic, you stood up and moved around a lot. The clothing 
back then was heavily insulated with leather and didn’t 
really fit well. We came to the market based of our style of 
riding, and we wanted something you could layer in, more 
of a shell type system, so that depending on the day and 
the level of activity you could gear accordingly. 

The transition to off-road was the same thing, and what 
was out there was geared way too much towards moto- 
cross, really flashy, no pockets, no ventilation. When you 
do this kind of riding it can be 20 degrees in the morning 
and 70 degrees in the afternoon. We built product basical- 
ly for our needs, but saw a huge opportunity for the rest of 
the riders out there who rode like us. 

When you get out of your motocross gear and into func- 
tional off-road gear that is really intuitive and function- 
al, it allows you to be comfortable while you're in the 
backcountry. 



Stephen Clark John Summers 


We had a KTM 990 and some of the guys were wearing 
our snowmobile clothing out on the trail such as the Val- 
dez gear. Where we started in snowmobile really helped 
us use that DNA to move into what the motorcycle rider 
really needed. 

We feel like this is survival gear. When we are in the middle 
of the Magruder Corridor, if you go down you are surviving 
based on what you have with you. Whether its Morocco 
or the Rockies it’s pretty important what you are wearing. 

Klim has a reputation of being the best ADV 
gear out there. It’s generally more expensive than 
other brands, why is that? 

Generally it’s the ingredients. Klim uses 
only the most premium parts, so you have Gore liner, Gore 
membranes, YKK zippers, 3M Thinsulate, 3M reflective, 
and then on top of that you have 20 years experience in 
building clothing which is huge. The lessons that we have 
learned from the early days are still applied today. 

If you turn our gear inside out verses another compa- 
ny’s gear, there is no comparison. It’s on the inside that 
counts! Look at our seam taping and the threads we use. 
Your garment is only as strong as it’s weakest link. We ac- 
tually use thread that is used in the construction of shoes 
and hiking boots. It’s a lot of the little things that you can’t 
see that make our gear so good. 

The gear is going to be a bigger variable in your en- 
joyment of the day than your bike is. A day like yesterday, 
if you were wearing cheap gear you would have been wet 
first thing, whereas if you're on a bike that wasn’t that 
great you probably would have been fine. 

After breakfast we headed out for another day in the 
Idaho elements... 

For more Klim info go to 





EMBRACE THE UNEXPECTED 


With the latest in dual sport tire technology 
these tires will take anything the adventure 
can throw at them and then ask for more 


ShinkotireUSA.com 






SUMMIT Jersey and Pant available in 
Camo/Black, Black/Hi Viz Yellow S Silver/Red/Black 
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success. 

Based on Malcolm Smith’s legacy of creating products that 
withstand the rigors of offroad, the Summit line of gear carries on 
a 45 year tradition of building the worlds best riding gear. 

We Are OffRoad. 


MALCOLM 

SMITH 

RACING 


MSRACING.COM 


Purpose built for the serious offroad rider, the Summit line of pants 
and jerseys utilizes rugged high-performance materials, reflective 
safety features, ample venting and secure cargo pant pockets 
that are all designed with the goal of making your next ride a true 


PART 1: SLEEPING BAGS 


The primary function of the sleeping bag has 
always remained the same: keep the sleep- 
er warm to ensure a restful night. There is an 
almost countless array of bags available from 
numerous companies, with high quality units 
spanning a price range of $130 to north of $550. 
The adventure rider is faced with a complex de- 
cision making process for a piece of gear that is 
responsible for a simple yet vital function. 

A primary decision is the choice of insulating 
material. Natural down and synthetic polyester 
insulations are the choices here, with both hav- 
ing quality, weight and functional differences 
that determine the price. 

Down is the soft, fluffy under plumage that 
lies underneath the feathers of waterfowl, 
usually sourced from the food industry from 
ducks or geese. Down insulating power is 
expressed as a “fill power” rating, usually 
ranging from 650 to 800+. This number is 
the volume in cubic inches that one ounce of 
down will occupy when allowed to reach its 
maximum loft. The more volume a specified 
mass of down occupies, the more air space 
it can trop, increasing its insulating powers. 
Higher fill power down has larger down clus- 
ters, coming from a bird that is more mature, 
and will retain its loft longer over the life of 
the bag. Higher fill power down also tends to 
come from geese and not duck, as the larger 
birds produce larger down clusters. Process- 
ing down cannot eliminate all the feathers 
(which don’t have nearly as much insulating 
ability) and the mixture of down to feathers 


is expressed as a ratio, with high quality gear 
usually certifying a 90/10 ratio, 90% down 
to 10% feathers Down has these advantag- 
es over polyester insulation: higher warmth 
vs weight ratio, better compressibility, and 
longer usable life span with proper care. The 
disadvantages are that down loses its loft 
and insulating power when wet and higher 
price. Recently the major disadvantage of 
the lack of insulating ability when wet has 
been mitigated by hydrophobic treatments 
applied to the down clusters to make them 
water resistant. 

Polyester insulations have been engineered 
to mimic down’s ability to loft and create dead 
air space. There are numerous iterations, each 
claiming their own advantages. The main ad- 
vantage of these synthetic variants is their con- 
tinued insulating powers even when wet and 
lower pricing. The disadvantages compared to 
down are the lower warmth vs weight ratio, less 
compressibility and shorter lifespan. Synthetic 
insulations have made impressive gains over 
the last 20 years, some mimicking down so 
closely that identifying structural differences 
requires close inspection. 

Insulation is held in place by “baffle” systems, 
three dimensional pockets that hold insula- 
tion in discrete areas to prevent shifting and 
cold spots. There are various baffle systems: 
vertical baffles, horizontal baffles and combi- 
nations depending on what part of the body 
is being covered. Some synthetic insulations 
do not require baffles and are instead sewn or 
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“welded” in place, comprised of filaments that 
are either continuous or formed in shingles, 
instead of having the loose nature of down. 

Another major decision is the general shape. 
Sleeping bag shape drastically effects com- 
fort and efficiency. The general shapes are 
mummy and rectangular/semi rectangular. 
Mummy bags are just what they sound like: a 
mummy shape to closely follow the contours 
of the body, complete with a fitted hood to cov- 
er the head. These bags require less material, 
so they are lighter for the same warmth, pack 
smaller and require less body heat to warm 
up due to the lack unused air space inside the 
bag. Some people cannot tolerate the close fit 
of a mummy shaped bag, thus mandating the 
choice of a more rectangular shaped option. 
The disadvantages to gain this comfort are a 
lower warmth to weight ratio, larger packed 
size and the larger interior volume to heat up. 


Bags are also offered in men’s and women’s 
versions, with proportionally correct shap- 
ing, insulation placement, and overall sizing. 
Sleeping bags almost always come in at least 
a regular length and a tall length, with the cut- 
off for men normally being six feet. Keeping 
the unused interior volume to a minimum aids 
efficiency, but tall bags are useful in extremely 
cold conditions, the extra space used to keep 
water bottles from freezing and stove fuel 
canisters from getting too cold to use. 

Further complicating the decisions are the 
various hybridizations that have entered the 
marketplace. “Quilt” systems reduce weight 
and gear redundancy by mating essentially 
the top of a sleeping bag to a sleeping pad, 
relying on insulating properties of the pad 
to keep heat from draining into the ground. 
These systems developed due to the inherent 
loss of insulating power due to the crushing 







of loft underneath body weight. There are 
hybrids that mate a quilt and a bag to give 
the feeling of sleeping in a bed with a quilt 
at home. Hybrid shapes have emerged, spe- 
cifically designed to provide comfort to side 
sleepers while increasing efficiency by de- 
creasing unused interior volume. 

Other important considerations are shell ma- 
terials and temperature ratings. Shell materi- 
als are typically characterized by a Denier (d) 
rating. Denier represents yarn thickness, with 
a higher rating yielding a thicker, stiffer and 
more durable fabric, but higher denier fabrics 
have more space between fibers. This spacing 
doesn’t pose a problem in bags using synthet- 
ic insulation but down bags require tighter 
fabrics to prevent down clusters from seeping 
through. Shell fabrics are chosen carefully to 
provide the optimal ratio of durability (high de- 
nier), comfort (low denier) and down retention 
(low denier). The shells are typically treated 
with a DWR (durable water repellent) finish to 
prevent water from fully saturating the insula- 
tion. High quality bags utilize shell materials 
typically between lOd and 70d. 

Modern sleeping bag temperature rating utilize 
the “EN13537” rating, a European CEN stan- 
dardized rating, first enacted in 2005 for bags 
manufactured/sold in Europe. This rating as- 
sumes the sleeper is wearing a synthetic base 


layer, a hat and using a closed cell foam sleep- 
ing pad. The rating provides three numbers: 

Upper Limit-the highest air temperature at 
which an average man can sleep comfortably 

Comfort-The lowest air temperature at which 
an average woman can sleep comfortably 

Lower Limit-The lowest air temperature at 
which an average man can sleep comfortably 

Although these standardized temperature 
ratings are expressed as a discrete number, 
they should be treated as a fuzzy guide. 
People vary widely, being “hot sleepers,” or 
“cold sleepers,” and these ratings are effect- 
ed by such things as tents, varying insulat- 
ing properties of different sleeping pads and 
apparel worn. 

As you have now read, choosing a sleeping 
bag requires multiple decisions and honestly, 
findingone bagthatfitsall conditionsthatyou 
may encounter on your adventures is unlike- 
ly. Serious and experienced adventurers pos- 
sess a quiver of sleeping bags to match the 
various conditions encountered. If your ad- 
venture riding plans don’t include the winter 
months, a summer bag and a “three season” 
bag may cover all your bases. Invest in quality 
bags from reliable brands as the impact that 
sleep has on the overall enjoyment and safety 
of your rides cannot be overstated. 
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Troy Lee Designs Transfer Adventure Vest 

Troy Lee Designs has been a staple in motocross but is a newcomer in the adventure riding market. They have 
recently introduced adventure riding apparel, and the Transfer Adventure Vest represents a foray into adventure 
oriented accessories. 

Adventure riders have two choices of where to put gear: on the bike or on the body. Carrying gear on the body can 
be done either in a backpack or in a vest specifically designed for this purpose. Opinions differ on how to carry 
the gear necessary to repair the bike and comfortably survive the planned ride. Putting weight on the bike affects 
the suspension and handling, while putting weight on the body affects rider comfort and perception of work. If at 




least some of the load is to be carried on the body, the 
use of a vest can spread the load out for a more com- 
fortable and efficient carry compared to a backpack. 

The Troy Lee Designs Transfer Adventure Vest is con- 
structed from a 500 denier fabric, ensuring a high 
level of abrasion resistance, and all zippers are YKK. 
The dual layer design sandwiches EVA foam with 
deep channels between the outer black layer and the 
inner optic orange layer. The channeling aids air circu- 
lation and the vest can be reversed for high visibility 
in emergency situations. There are plentiful pockets 
on both the front and rear of the vest. The front of the 
vest houses a wide array of pockets for organizing all 
the essentials, some specifically designed to secure 
a two-way radio, a Spot GPS messenger, flashlight 
and Leatherman. A pair of quick access Velcro pock- 
ets sits low and is adorned with molle straps. There 
is also a neoprene pouch for a phone, complete with 
earphone wire routing, and one pocket that utilizes a 
waterproof zipper. The rear of the vest has two large 
pockets suitable for high volume items, and there is 
an internal hydration bladder sleeve. Reflective ac- 
cents add nighttime visibility to all sides of the vest, 
while a heat transfer label inside displays rider emer- 
gency information. The vest is available in S/M and L/ 
XL sizes. 


I used this vest exclusively during the three-day Pacif- 
ic Northwest Rally School. The front pockets carried 
food, tools and spare parts deemed necessary for 
long stages in the sub alpine environment, while the 
rear pockets stowed layers of clothing to accommo- 
date 50° shifts in temperature. A 3L hydration blad- 
der was also stowed on board. I wore the vest over a 
neck brace and chest protector (recommended as 
crashing with tools on board would be horrendous), 
and with the adjustable girth of the vest, I never felt 
impeded nor did I feel the loaded vest shifting around. 

I normally use a backpack and found using the vest 
a much more efficient and comfortable way of riding 
in rough conditions. The same amount of weight in a 
backpack upsets my body position to a much great- 
er degree. The Troy Lee designs Transfer Adventure 
Vest is shorter vertically than other similar vests I 
have seen, keeping the vest from hitting the legs or 
the rear of the seat during aggressive riding. My only 
concern would be how much the vest would impede 
airflow in extremely hot and humid conditions. 

If you are looking to spread the load of the gear that 
you decide to carry on your body, the Troy Lee De- 
signs Transfer Adventure Vest is a serious contender. 

MSRP: 225.00 Contact: www.tri 






Fox Instinct Off-Road Boot 

If you’ve been watching Fox riders Ryan Dungey and Ken Roczen 
win the AMA Supercross and Motocross National champion- 
ships this season, then you know the Fox Instinct boot has win- 
ning DNA. The designers at Fox have taken the same upper that 
the Instinct Motocross boot runs, and added a treaded outsole 
and a toe box area that features more coverage for the off road 
rider. The treaded outsole helped tremendously when I was off 
the bike by giving much more traction to the dirt than a stan- 
dard MX boot, and the additional toe coverage offered more 
protection against rocks and other trail obstacles. 

The first thing I noticed when wearing the boot for the first time 
was the minimal break-in period. Within about five minutes the 
boots felt good and I was able to feel the shifter and brake ped- 
als easily. This boot was very comfortable right out of the box. 




The fit runs slightly small; I am a size 11 and wish I would have 
gone with a size 12. Although half sizes would be nice, they are 
not offered yet. The buckle function is top notch and easy to 
open and close with gloves on. The top of the boot is quite large 
due to the amount of protection, and once I added a knee/shin 
guard down inside the front of the boot, the Fox Legion over-the- 
boot pant was pretty tight around the calf area. I would have 
been better running an in-the-boot pant to avoid this. 

Overall the Instinct Off-road boot is everything you’d expect 
from Fox. Top quality product, with the research to back it up. 
The Instinct Off-road boot comes in Charcoal (black/grey), and 
Blue (blue/orange). MSRP is $574.95 www.foxracing.com 
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When designing the all new Legion line, we set out 
on a journey to find the most durable, versatile and 
reliable fabrics in the world. Knowing the importance 
of those three key factors for off-road products, 
we felt it was critical to partner with a brand like 
CORDURA® to ensure the Legion line would exceed 
the demands of off-road. Trusted for over 30 years, 
CORDURA® fabrics are known for their perfect 
combination of durability, versatility and reliability. 
The combination of Fox’s forward thinking design 
and engineering and CORDURA®’s industry leading 
fabric development is the perfect partnership 
to deliver the best product to market. 



All CORDURA® fabrics must pass stringent test criteria 
before they can earn our brand name. Then we let you 
put it to the test. 


CORDURA 

FABRIC 






ATACAMA, CHILE 


CHILEAN PABLO QUINTANILLA VICTORIOUS AT ATACAMA 


The Chilean Pablo Quintanilla 
(Husqvarna) won for the fourth 
consecutive year the Ataca- 
ma Rally, fourth round of the 
FIM Cross Country Rally World 
Championship, getting the first 
win for the Austrian motos of 
the year after a brilliant race 
between Bahia Inglesa and Co- 
piapo, and after start with 1 min- 
utes 26 seconds back. 

It was not easy forQuintanillaget hisfirst win of theyear 
of the World Championship, because during the race 
suffered a penalty of 6 minutes in a restriction speed 
zone and last night his adversary, Australian Toby Price 
(KTM), last Dakar winner, corrected time his, starting 
today with 1 minute and 26 seconds ahead. 

It could be even more difficult the final stage for Quin- 
tanilla, because the shortest distance of the test was 
run: only 104 kilometers. However, Quintanilla left be- 
hind Price ready to catch him, and if he do it, he could 
get on the podium in the first position, as they had gone 
off with two minutes away. In the race, he could achieve 
after a mistake by Australian, who took the wrong path. 
It was the time of the Chilean to arrive at the goal area 
Position One (former Dakar camp) five seconds ahead 
of Price, enough to win in the final instance. 













ATACAMA, CHILE 




“I’m more than happy with this victory which cost me a 
lot. It is the fourth consecutive in the Atacama Rally and 
the first as Husqvarna pilot. And it is even more special af- 
ter 6 minutes penalty I suffered, and the minute that gave 
him last night. That is, I recovered 7 minutes down to win 
by 29 seconds”, said Quintanilla at the foot of the hotel 
Antay Quintanilla Copiapo, where the bivouac is located. 

“Now, I'll think about the last race (1 to 7 October at the 
Oilibya, Morocco) where I hope to stay in first place in the 
ranking and won my first world title. Then focus on the 
2017 Dakar, which unfortunately will not run in Chile”. 


ATACAMA, CHILE 


Meanwhile, the defeated Toby Price gave 
a double hug of congratulations to Chil- 
ean. The first was in the desert, bike to 
bike, and the second was in the lobby of 
hotel Antay. “It is difficult to accept de- 
feat, but when one is earning well, as Paul 
did, we must accept it and congratulate 
him. He beat fairand deserved itfor all he 
did in these almost two thousand kilome- 
ters of racing’’, said the KTM rider. 


Top 5 OVERALL STANDINGS 
Pablo Quintanilla (Husqvarna/Chile) 

Toby Price (Australia / KTM) 

Kevin Benavides (Argentina/HRC) 

Paulo Goncalves (Portugal /HRC) 

5° Sam Sunderland (Great Britain/KTM) 
Courtesy of www.atacamarally.com 
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Waterproof Pockets 


Adjustable Draw String 


Hidden Ventilation Panelsr 


Zipper to Attach ADV Pants 


Hidden Ventilation Panels 


Waterproof Pockets 


Homologated Protection CE EN 1621-1 


The Adventure jacket is the Swiss army knife of touring jackets. A removable quilted inner lining 


and a UREAMAX™membrane with 5000/5000 ml water resistance allow this jacket to be worn in a 


variety of weather conditions. It features zip off sleeves for warmer weaiiien articulated elbows for 


comfort, multiple vents to stay cool and deep cargo pockets to pack tools. The Adventure jacket is 
all you need to conquer any road. The Jacket also attaches to the Adventure pants with an internal 


3/4 body zipper. 

• Inner Removable padding quilted inner lining and removable 
UREAMAX™ membrane, column water 5000/5000 ml 

• Outer Nylon and Polyester 

• Touring fit 

• Designed for Drink System (Sold Separately) 

• HOMOLOGATED PROTECTION (CE EN 1621-1) 
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